
Martha Hovers and 
Jasper of ARFhouse
Photographed by 
Jerry Gundersheimer

Texoma People: builder Chip Piazza • volunteer Kent Black • tv host Dennis McCuistion
Food & Dining: Chef Robert Aranson’s Romantic Dinner for Two • “Sweet Treats” Photographed by Jacki Lee 

Texoma Heritage: “Chasing Bootleggers” • Perrin Air Force Base from 1941-1971
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Don’t You Just
Want to Hug
This Dog?

Story and Photographs by
Jerry Gundersheimer

Martha Hovers has been operating Arfhouse in 
Sadler for twenty years, ever since she transformed her 
grandfather’s farm into a “no-kill” animal shelter. “No-
kill” means just that. No dogs are ever put down at the 
shelter. At last count, the facility has 314 dogs that pa-
trol the property and greet newcomers to the gate with 
an array of barks, howls and wagging tails.

Arfhouse is also an adoption agency for stray and 
surrendered dogs, pets which are brought in by their 
owners. Each year more than one hundred Arfhouse 
residents fi nd new homes with new families. 

Some are transfers to Sadler from a sister shelter, 
Arfhouse Chicago, affectionately referred to as Mutt 
Hut. These dogs, for various reasons such as their tem-
perament or an illness, are unadoptable, but they too 
are given a warm bed and food to live out their lives. It’s 
a two-way swap, with Arfhouse Chicago helping fi nd 
new homes in the Midwest for some of the Texas dogs.

Arfhouse has an annual budget of $175,000, most 
of which goes to pay vet bills, two full time employees, 
and several part time workers. The shelter goes through 
about three hundred pounds of donated food per day, 
and they would not be able to sustain operations but for 
the generosity of dog lovers, local and nationwide, who 
contribute funds. Local vets also help by providing their 
services at a discount.

Hovers works twelve-hour days caring for her 
charges, but the rewards for a true animal lover are 
what keep her going. Seeing that her dogs are heading 

to happy homes and knowing they will be well cared 
for is all the thanks she needs.

Just a few miles west of Sherman lives Tommie 
Kirksmith, author of several books on horse riding and 
care, and the director of the Red River SPCA, another 
local no-kill shelter. Her shelter houses about twenty 
larger dogs, some cats, and a couple of horses. She also 
is proud of her own fi ve-foot-long ball python.

She spends her days fi elding calls, sometimes more 
than two dozen, and sometimes late at night after she 
has gone to bed, calls that range from allegations of ani-
mal cruelty (possibly requiring an on-site visit by her), 
to questions about animal illnesses or behavior. She is 
neither a vet nor an attorney, but she will offer advice to 
the caller as though the animal was her own.

Kirksmith moved here from Corpus Christi, where 
she spent seventeen years working with the Gulf Coast 
Humane Society. For a time, she did a show called “Pet 
Talk” on KXII TV, but while the effort to help viewers 
with questions about their animals was popular, the 
program also generated pet surrenders in numbers that 
threatened to overwhelm the shelter, so for now at least, 
the TV program is on hold.

The Red River SPCA also provides up-to-date vaccina-
tions for the majority of the cats and kittens and some of 
the dogs  offered for adoption at Pet Smart, in Sherman 
Town Center. Seventy animals have been placed in the 
last three months via this special partnership.

continued on page 68
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M a r t h a  H o v e r s  r u n s  A r f h o u s e 
f o r  g u e s t s  l i k e  J a s p e r
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Beverly and Scooter, 
a Success Story

continued from page 70

Beverly Nelson and her rescued terrier, Scooter,

Most rescue shelters have dogs and cats available.

Looking for that special gift for the animal lover in your life? Look no more. 

There are unique sterling silver trinkets which not only dazzle but can help 

save lives—four-legged ones. Ronda Krauss, the owner of Southern Charm 

Beads, has designated a special line called Animal Refuge Foundation 

Jewelry. One hundred percent of the profits from the sale of this jewelry go 

directly to Arfhouse. From earrings and dog-tags (both human and canine) 

to personalized charm bracelets, these works of art are hand-stamped with 

catchy slogans or names. Southern Charm Beads is across from Haverty’s and 

around the corner from City Limits at 2601 Hilltop Dr. Prices range from $59-

$109, and these gifts can be seen at www.southerncharmbeads.com. 

Another forty to seventy smaller dogs, 
cats, puppies and kittens are sheltered 
in a Denison foster home run by Audrey 
Rowbotham. Almost every Saturday she 
sets up across from the Petsmart, in the 
Sherman Town Center, with a screened 
van, to display dogs and cats to potential 
owners 

In September of 2008, Beverly 
Nelson’s terrier, Mix, passed away. Mix 
had been adopted from a shelter. It 
wasn’t long before Nelson knew there 
was a void in her life that needed to be 
filled. On New Year’s Day, she returned 
to work to find a stray beagle behind 
her place of employment. 

Nelson had heard of Arfhouse and 
called Martha Hovers to see if the stray 
could be taken there for refuge. While 
talking to Nelson, Hovers mentioned 
a new arrival, a small terrier named 
Scooter and suggested that Nelson 
come in and see the animal. 

The next day, on Channel 32, Nelson 
saw a mug-shot of the newly-groomed 
Scooter, and it was love at first sight. The 
next Saturday Nelson and Scooter got 
together, and they have been hanging 
ever since. “He’s a great dog. There’s not 
a mean bone in his body. Oh, he can be 
stubborn, but he’s big-hearted,” she said.

Charms & Tags
Benefit Rescue Facilities
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Martha Hovers and her pack
make the morning run at Arfhouse
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866-763-9500

903-892-3222

• F.I.R.S.T. (Functional Independence Related to
Safety Training)

• Skilled Nursing
• Rehabilitation Therapy
• F.I.R.S.T. Program utilizing skilled, experienced therapy 

intervention for superior functional outcomes
• Services available for Home Safety modifi cations and 

adaptive equipment

• Free In-home Safety Consultation and Estimate by a 
Home Modifi cation Specialist/Occupational Therapist 
and CAPS Certifi ed Contractor

• Home Safety Modifi cations on a large or small scale 
fi nished to be aesthetically pleasing to your home, 
including ADA wheelchair ramps, grab bars, door 
widening, etc.

• Consultation available for new homes or existing homes 
for Universal Design and Aging in Place

Working Together to 
Keep You Independent 
And Safe in Your Home
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Find out more about benefi ts like:

LAKE TEXOMA
INSURANCE

The AARP Automobile Insurance Program is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its 
affi liates.  Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06115. AARP Membership is required for program eligibility in 
most states. AARP and AARP Financial, Inc. receive from The Hartford payments for AARP’s license and 
intellectual property for use by The Hartford and for services rendered in connection with the Program. 
Amounts paid by The Hartford for this license are used for the general purposes of the Association vary 
and may not be available in all states in accordance with state fi lings and applicable law. The premiums in 
this Program include the costs associated with the advice and counsel that your local agent provides. This 
product can be purchased directly from The Hartford without local agent service and advice for 5% less.
‡  Some benefi ts, including First Accident Forgiveness and the Disappearing Deductible,  are only available 
with the optional Advantage Plus Package. A policy without these benefi ts is also available. (Call for 
details.) To qualify for these two benefi ts, all drivers on the policy must have a clean record (no accidents 
or violations) for fi ve consecutive years in most states. For the Disappearing Deductible, these fi ve years 
must include a period of three consecutive years as a policy holder in the AARP Auto Insurance Program 
(commencing after the effective date of the policy issued through this offer.) PA drivers are not eligible 
for the complete disappearance of the deductible, although it will be reduced to a minimum of $100. The 
First Accident Forgiveness benefi t is not available in Delaware. 
†  If you are age 50 or over, once you’re insured through this Program for at least 60 days, you cannot 
be refused renewal as long as applicable premiums are paid when due. Also, you and other customary 
drivers of your vehicles must retain valid licenses, remain physically and mentally capable of operating 
an automobile, have no convictions of driving while intoxicated, and must not have obtained your policy 
through material misrepresentation. 

117 East Main, Whitesboro

Call Today:
903-564-5216

NOW AVAILABLE!

Call for your free, 
no-obligation quote.

• Accident Forgiveness‡

• Disappearing Deductible‡

• Lifetime Renewability†,
• & Competitive Rates!

This auto insurance is 
designed exclusively for 
AARP members-and is 
now available through 

your local agent!
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Where to Find Adoptable Pets
Animal Refuge Foundation (ARF)

Located in Sadler west of Sherman is 
the nation’s third largest care-for-life, 
no-kill canine sanctuary and home 
to more than 300 dogs. ARF plans 
to open a branch for cats in the near 
future. Donations of dry and canned 
dog and cat food are always needed. 
Pet food donations can be dropped at 
Neimann Publication at 201 E. Houston 
in Sherman. All donations are tax-
deductible. ARF is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. Find out more online at 
www.arfhouse.org.

Red River SPCA

Red River SPCA is an independent 
no-kill shelter run entirely by volun-
teers and coordinated by Tommie 
Kirksmith-Newman. The group rescues 
and rehabilitates animals, investi-
gates abuse calls, answers questions, 
adopts out animals, and helps owners 
get low-cost spaying and neutering. 
Red River SPCA rescues dogs and 
cats, livestock and creatures in the 
wild. Most of the animals are kept at 
Kirksmith-Newman’s home at 1215 
Cooke County Road 140 in Whitesboro. 
In lieu of adoption fees, the Red 
River SPCA asks for tax-deductible 
donations. Some of Red River SPCA’s 
animals can be seen online at www.
petfinder.com. Foster homes are 
always needed to provide temporary 
care. To adopt or to offer foster care, 
call (903) 668-6309.

Sherman Animal Shelter

Operated by the City of Sherman, the 
Sherman Animal Shelter is located east 
of Sherman at 1800 E. Ida Road. Shelter 
hours are 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays. Visit the shelter or call 
the shlter at (903) 892-7255. Animals 
for adoption can be viewed online at 
www.petfinder.com.

Denison Animal Shelter 
Happy Hearts

Denison’s animal shelter is located in-
side the Morton Street Animal Hospital 
at 2500 W. Morton Street. Hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 8 a.m. until noon and 1 until 5 
p.m. Adoption fees are $55 for puppies 
and adult dogs, and $45 for kittens and 
adult cats. The fee includes the animal’s 
rabies vaccination, veterinarian check-
up, and spaying or neutering.

Barn Cats, Inc.

Barn Cats places sterilized feral (non-
domesticed) cats into a barn or similar 
location as an alternative to toxic pest 
control. Barn Cats is a non-profit orga-
nization. A donation is requested. For 
information call (972) 315-2875 or visit 
online at www.barncats.org. 

Never adopt a pet on impulse. It should 
be well thought out. A pet is a respon-
sibility that will be yours for a long time.

For long-term commitments, a puppy or 
kitten is a better choice than an adult 
animal, as it can be trained in the man-
ner you desire. For short-term compan-
ionship, an adult animal might be a bet-
ter selection.

Spaying or neutering your pets is the 
socially-conscious thing to do, unless 
you specifically intend to breed them.

A good relationship with a veterinarian 
is a must.

Know what you want!! (What breed, sex, 
size, and temperament.)

Arfhouse’s fee is $125, which includes vaccina-
tions and spaying or neutering. You can start the 
adoption process by contacting Martha Hovers 
at martha@arfhouse.com/. 

Red River ASPCA’s fees are $60 for cats and 
$50 to $100 for dogs, depending on how much 
medical care they still require. For the Red River 
SPCA, go to  www.rrspca.petfnder.com

(These fees may be tax deductible, as both or-
ganizations are 501(c)(3) entities.)

Pet Adoption
Guidelines
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